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Abstract

Dr. Kihn’s laboratory at Children’s Hospital Boston studies the mechanisms of heart muscle cell
proliferation during development and regeneration, with the goal of stimulating this process for treating
heart failure. Researchers in Dr. Kiihn’s laboratory have extensively studied two extracellular factors that
stimulate heart muscle cell proliferation and promote heart muscle regeneration: a peptide of periostin, a
component of the extracellular matrix, and neuregulin1, a growth factor. Dr. Kihn’s research may
provide new regenerative strategies for the treatment of heart failure.



